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Technical Rider and Information for THE UNDERTAKING 
Performance & Residency Agreement Rider Revision Date: 09.02.2016  
 
 

CONTACTS 
Tour Manager       Production Contact 
Mara Isaacs       Jane Jung 
718.230.3330       718.230.3330  
mara@octopustheatricals.com    jane@thecivilians.org 
 
This Rider is an integral part of the Performance/Residency Agreement and as such, 
shall be signed by the Presenter's designated representative (such signatory to be the 
same as for the Performance/Residency Agreement) and returned with the executed 
Performance Agreement.  
Technical information about THE UNDERTAKING is outlined below. The Company will 
try and work to accommodate Presenter's needs and the specific physical characteristics 
and equipment complement of the Space. However, the Presenter must contact Jane 
Jung to discuss deviations from these requirements before the Performance Agreement 
can be fully executed.  
Please send us a complete list of available lighting, backline and sound equipment, 
accurate technical specifications and dimensions of the space, etc. no later than three 
months prior to the engagement. Both electronic files and hard copies are appreciated.  
 
Overview 
 
The Undertaking examines mortality as a lens to explore how we understand life. For 
the ancients, it was essential: a journey unto the land of the dead as the only means of 
retrieving something crucial to life. In The Undertaking, writer-director Steve Cosson and 
theater company The Civilians offer a playful and profound 21st-century take on that 
underworld excursion. Using transcripts of actual conversations with shame, morticians, 
philosophers, and mystics as their script, two actors toe the precipice, inhabiting the 
twilight between being and non-being, transcendent visions with ayahuasca, flirtations 
with existential dread, and bouts of cosmic bliss. Inventive video and sound contribute to 
this engrossing attempt to see the unseeable, moving toward the light while illuminating 
how to live.  
 
Running Time: 1 hour and 20 minutes without an intermission 
 
On-Tour Personnel 
The company travels with a small production team. 

-(1) Stage Manager, (1) Lighting/Scenery Supervisor, (1) Audio Engineer,  
(1) Projection Operator, and (1) Company Manager 
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Scenery 
The Company has exclusive use of the stage at all hours of engagement unless detailed 
notice is given in advance and approved by the Company. 
 
Presenter provides: 

Stage 
-Minimum Stage size is 40’-0” wide by 25’-0” deep. 
-Backstage is cleared of all obstructions. 
Floor 
-Stage floor must be a resilient surface suitable for a performance.  The  

floor must be smooth, level, and in good condition.  Any surface defects 
must be repaired. 

- (1) White vinyl dance floor (“marley or “harlequin” or industry similar)  
at least 30’-0” wide and 18’-0” deep.  The floor pieces can go left/right or 
upstage/downstage.  Presenter provides white tape for the floor. 

 - (1) Black vinyl dance floor (“marley or “harlequin” or industry similar) 
  at least the size of the venue’s stage floor.  Presenter provides  

black tape for the floor. 
 - (1) Seamless white cyclorama minimum 30’-0” wide by 20’-0” high  

with bottom pipe. 
 - (2) Black borders minimum 40’-0” wide by 10’-0” high with bottom pipe. 
  Please discuss house goods with tour contact. 

Rigging 
-Please see attached Appendix A for visual details. 
- (1) Length of 30’-6” sch. 40 pipe, black, coupling is allowed 

 - (2) Lengths of 16’-0” sch. 40 pipe, black, coupling is allowed 
 - (16) Batten clamps with Aircraft cable rigging to suspend pipes from grid  

or line-sets. 
 - (2) T-connector pipe joiners with 3-points of fastening, cheseboros will NOT be  

an acceptable alternative. 
 - Various amounts of stage weight for keeping Company’s softgoods taut. 
 
Company provides: 
 Softgoods 
 - (2) Poly Muslin IFR Light Grey Drops 15’-6” wide by 15’-10” high 
 - (7) White Semi Gloss IFR White Rain Curtains of varying widths by  

15’-1” high. 
 - (2) Poly Muslin IFR Light Grey Drop 
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Properties 
Presenter provides: 
-Please see attached Appendix B for visual details. 
 - (1) Props table to be placed USL 
 - (1) Table, for on stage use 
 - (1) Folding Cot (29” x 73”) 

- (2) Matching white wine bottles, screw top 
- (2) 1 Litter bottles, or larger, of white grape juice, for wine bottles 
- (1) Fresh, live blush rose with 8” stem, (one per performance) 
- (1) Fresh, live day lily branch, (replace as needed to look fresh) 
- (8) Plants in plastic and metal pots and trays 

 - (1) Park bench (Minimum: 5’-0” Length by 2’-0” wide by 17” high, 
       Maximum: 7’-0” Length by 2’-0” by 21” high, 50lb)  
 
Company provides: 
 - (1) Lighting umbrella and light bulb (Requires power) 

- (1) Lighting umbrella stand 
 - (1) Bedding sheets for cot 
 - (1) Large cream over sheet 
 - (1) Green cot cover 
 - (1) Cream cot cover 
 - (2) Tea cups and (2) saucers 
 - (1) Kitchen Storage bin 
 - (4) U-line containers 
 - (12) Pairs of gloves 
 - (1) Small radio (Requires power) 
 - (1) Desk Lamp and light bulb (Requires power) 
 - (1) White laptop and charger 
 - (1) Vase 
 - (2) Pillows 

- (3) Pillow covers 
 - (3) Animal skins 
 - (1) Messenger bag 
 - (1) Lounging chair 
 - (2) Folding chairs 
 - (1) Hand held recorder 
 - (1) Black serving tray 
 - (1) Silver tray 
 - (1) Black sleep mask 
 - (1) Headphones 
 - (1) Flashlight 
 - (8) Party tumbler cups 
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Lighting 
Presenter provides: 
 - (4) 6’-0” MR-16 Ministrip, 3 circuit, EYC, 750w per circuit 
 - (3) 6’-0” MR-16 Ministrip, 3 circuit, EYJ, 750w per circuit 

- (3) ETC Source Four 10°, 575w 
 - (9) ETC Source Four 19°, 575w 
 - (10) ETC Source Four 26°, 575w 
 - (45) ETC Source Four 36°, 575w 
 - (15) ETC Source Four 50°, 575w 
 - (8) ETC ColorSource (Original) Wide Round, 90w 
 - (10) ETC LED 2 Lustr+ 19°, 171w 
 - (2) ETC LED 2 Lustr+ 26°, 171w 
 - (2) ETC LED 2 Lustr+ 36°, 171w 
 - (9) ETC LED 2 Lustr+ 50°, 171w 
 - (6) Rosco I-Cues 16-bit, with power supplies, 20w 
 - (6) DMX Iris with power supplies 
 - Unit degress might change due to grid/lineset trims.  Please confirm with  

Company before renting. 
 - Gel color per the Company light plot 
 - (5) “A” size template holders 
 - (3) Female edison to male stage pin adapters 
 - DMX cable runs to the USR corner of the stage per the Company  

light plot. 
 - Worklight for load-in. 

- All gel frames, clamps, cable, safety cables, etc… to form a complete  
and working system. 

 - (135) Dimmers 2.4Kw. 
 - ETC Ion or EOS lighting console with (250) channels is required.  Company  

provides cues on disk. 
 - ETC Source Four or Strand SL inventory is required.  No Colortrans or  

Altman 360Qs. 
 - House Rep Plots are not used. 
 
Company provides: 

- (1) Small radio that requires non-dimmable power and DMX.  Controlled by  
lighting console. 

- (1) 3 Channel LED DMX controller 
- (1) 3 pin to 5 pin adapter for LED DMX controller 
- (1) Small lamp that requires dimmable power.  Controlled by lighting console. 
- (1) Photography lighting stand that requires dimmable power.  Controlled by  

lighting console 
 - (5) R77780, Dense Leaves, A size templates 
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Projection 
Presenter provides: 
 -One (1) HD projector with a minimum 15,000 lumens with internal shutter.  The  

company would prefer a 20,0000 lumen projector if possible.  If internal 
shutter is not available Presenter must provide a DMX controlled  
dowser. 

 -Rigging for FOH Projector. 
 -Non-dimmable power supply for projector. 
 -HDMI cable and adapters. 
 -HD-SK cable. 
 -Cables from projectors to video mix position. 
 - (2) 100’-0” CAT 5 cable to run from projector to projection playback position and  

projection playback position to audio mixing position. 
 

Company provides: 
 -(1) Playback computer. 

-(2) iPod touches with 120v chargers. 
-(1) Wifi router for closed network with no internet connection. 

  
Audio 
Presenter provides: 
 -Production intercom system (Clear-com, Telex) in good condition with six  

(6) stations. 
 -One (1) Digital sound console, with at least 16 channels (fully parametric  

EQ per channel) and 8 Buss 
 -One (1) FOH PA (speaker/amplification system) capable of high quality,  

full-range sound reproduction and even average appropriate to the  
venue.  L/R Stereo, Center cluster is essential. 

 -One (1) subwoofer appropriate to the venue. 
 -Two (2) Near Field Monitors or floor wedges. 
 -One (1) microphone for God Mic with on/off switch 
 -Two (2) wireless microphones, 4 channels with antennas and power  

distribution (i.e. Shure URD or Sennheisser SK series or  
comparable). 

 -Two (2) DI Boxes  
 -One (1) Playback system, Qlab 3 with Pro-Audio bundle license. 
 -One (1) Audio interface with at least 4 inputs and 8 outputs. 
 -One (1) MIDI interface a 1x1 midi interface, if not included with audio  

interface. 
 -One (1) Ethernet Router/Switch, with at least 4 ports. 
 -Cat5 cable, XLR cable, and TRS cable 
 -All processors, amps, cable, power distro, etc… to form a complete,  

working audio system. 
 
Company provides: 
 -Small radio – Speakon run US Center 
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Wardrobe 
The local wardrobe crew person should be able to have basic sewing skills, hand and 
machine. 
 
Presenter provides: 
 - (2) Costume Racks 
 - (1) Costume Steamer 
 - (1) Iron and (1) Ironing board 
 - (20) Hangers 
 - (2) Towels 
 - (1) Washer and (1) Dryer 
 - (1) Wardrobe Room to prepare costumes 
 
Company provides: 
 -All costumes for (2) actors, one male and one female. 
 
Backstage Accommodations  

Dressing rooms 
 - Separate dressing rooms for male and female actors will be provided.  Company has  

(1) female and (1) male actor.   
- Dressing rooms (except quick-change booths) shall be of a permanent type, and  

shall not be only under canvas. 
- Each Actor shall be provided sufficient and suitable dressing table space. All  

dressing rooms shall be properly heated and shall have adequate lights, 
mirrors, shelves and wardrobe hooks for Actors’ make-up and dressing 
equipment. Mirrors and dressing tables shall be thoroughly cleaned prior to 
the Actor’s occupancy of the dressing room. 

- Use of fluorescent lighting for make-up purposes is prohibited unless the  
fluorescent lighting is specifically warranted by the manufacturer to be for 
makeup purposes. 

- All dressing rooms shall be equipped with air-conditioning systems, air cooling  
systems or some similar type of mechanical device to insure proper 
ventilation and the circulation of fresh, cool air. 

- The Theatre agrees to provide heat in the dressing rooms if the outside  
temperature falls below 60 degrees F. 

- Runways between dressing rooms and the Theatre shall be covered and paved  
or boarded. 

- Dressing room entrances and windows shall be properly masked from the view  
of the audience to insure the Actor’s privacy. 

- There shall be a fire extinguisher accessible to each dressing room. 
- All dressing rooms shall be swept and cleaned at least once a week by the  

Theatre. 
Lavatory and Toilet Facilities 
- Separate sanitary facilities will be provided for male and female Actors. Toilets  

and lavatories will be clean and sanitary, and will be separate facilities  
from those provided for the audience. 

- The Theatre will provide soap, toilet tissue and paper towels. 
- Sinks with hot and cold running water shall be available in or reasonably  

convenient to the dressing rooms. "Reasonably convenient to" shall mean 
within the same building and in the dressing room area. 
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Lavatory and Toilet Facilities (continued) 
- There shall be showers with hot and cold running water. 
- Any walkway between the dressing rooms and toilet facilities shall be masked  

from the view of the audience. 
Green room 

-A large room (no public access) with tables and chairs sufficient to  
accommodate the full company is required. A sofa/couch is also 
appreciated.  

Management office 
-A company/production staff office equipped with a phone and high-speed  

internet connection as well as access to fax, printer, and copier 
requested.  

 
Schedule and Crew 

Pre-Hang 
 -Pre-hang is required and usually takes 8 hours.  Crew call and schedule  

for the pre-hang are at the Presenters discretion.  Company crew may be 
present depending on tour schedule.  An incomplete pre-hang will result in 
additional load-in time at the presenter’s expense.  

-The following must be complete PRIOR to company load-in: 
  Stage: House soft goods hung, black and white dance floor  

installed, and rigging for company goods complete. 
  Lighting: Light plot hung, colored, patched, and checked. 
  Projection: Projector installed, focused, control cable run to tech  

table. 
  Audio: FOH PA, console, processing, and intercom system installed  

and checked. 
 

Schedule 
 -Day 1 , 9am-11pm Load-in 
 -Day 2, 9am-11pm Rehearsal, Performance #1, and Load Out  
 

Additional Performances (if scheduled) 
 -Day 2, 9am-10pm Rehearsal and Performance #1 (Wardrobe does  

laundry after) 
 -Day 3, 6pm-11pm  Performance #2 and Load Out (Wardrobe does prep  

1pm-6pm) 
 

Load-in Crew Requirements 
 - (4) Stage Hands (with ability to operate fly system) 
 - (4) Electricians 
 - (1) Projections 
 - (1) Audio 
 - (1) Wardrobe 
 

Performance Crew Requirements 
 - (1) Stage Hands (with ability to operate fly system) 
 - (1) Electricians 
 - (1) A/V 
 - (1) Wardrobe 
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Additional Crew Requirements 
 - Union Houses with strictly departmentalized crew will require more load- 

in/out and run crew labor.  Please contact Production Contact to discuss. 
 - Crew must be the same people for all rehearsals and performances. 
 - Department will stagger meal breaks. 
 - This is NOT an IATSE yellow-card performance. 
 - Company adheres to standard work rules for breaks and lengths of calls. 
 - Console operators must have prior experience with the control boards  

they will operate. 
 - Presenter provides professional, experienced stagehands to work  

exclusively for the Company. 
- The Company has exclusive use of the venue from load-in to load-out. 
- Any rental equipment must be delivered prior to the first day of setup and  

installed. 
 - Company crew and actors may be on-stage and in the house under  

worklight during breaks. 
 
Health and Safety 
Presenter provides to all areas used by the Company: 
 - The floor must be cleaned (swept and wet mopped) when requested by the  

Company. 
 - Any cables on the floor must be taped down, covered with carpet or mats, and  

marked for visibility. 
 - Any obstructions or hazards in the performance area must be removed. 
 - The minimum air temperature 72° F.  There must be a representative with  

access to HVAC controls to make adjustments at the request of the  
Company from load-in to load-out. 

 - On-stage air handlers will be switched off if requested to prevent drafts or noise. 
 - Presenter’s facilities and employee will adhere to all relevant OSHA, electrical,  
   life safety, and building codes. 
 - Presenter will correct any condition that the Company deems to be hazardous  

to its staff or performers. 
 - Flash photography is not permitted during the performance. 

- An up-to-date list of medical services including doctors, dentists and  
hospitals, must be posted on the call-board at all times and qualified  
medical personnel shall be available in case of emergency. 

- The Theatre must post a diagram of the locations of all fire exits and fire  
fighting equipment and proper procedures in case of fire. 

- The Theatre shall provide two cots backstage for any performer who may  
become ill during a rehearsal or performance. This cot shall not be in a  
dressing room but shall be easily available to the entire company. The  
Theatre may, in lieu of the above, provide a cot in each dressing room. 

- Portable First Aid Kits, stocked with adequate supplies, and first aid  
information shall be available and easily accessible at all times  
wherever the Actor is required to rehearse, dress or perform. 
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Miscellaneous 
Presenter provides: 
 - (1) Genie Lift with 25’-0” platform height. 
 - (1) Stepladder to allow 14’-0” working height. 
 - (1) High-speed Internet connection or access to Wi-Fi network. 
 -Company makes an archival video recording of the performance.  Camera  

location will be mutually agreed upon. 
 
House Management 
 -There is haze used in the performance. 
 -The house opens (30) minutes before the schedule performance start time. 
 -No main curtain is used.  Stage must be ready prior to house opening. 
 
Hospitality 
Presenter provides: 
 - (7) 1-liter bottles of water per performance. 
 - Hospitality for 7 persons for all full Company calls: 
  - Large fruit baskets (fresh and dried fruits). 

- Cookies, crackers, and other light snacks (salty and sweet). 
- Coffee & tea service, soft drinks, orange and other fruit juices.  
- Presenter shall provide hospitality as stipulated by its contract with  

Actors’ Equity Association.   
- Hot meal between technical rehearsal and performance required.  
- Please have vegetarian options. 

 
Accommodations 
Presenter provides: 

- Housing accommodations at 4 Star Hotel or equivalent: 
  - (4) Single rooms for 3 nights 
  - (4) Single rooms for 2 nights 
 -Housing accommodations for each day of additional performances (if scheduled): 
  - (8) Single rooms  
 -Presenter will make ever effort to ensure that the hotel is within a ten minute walk  

of the venue. 
 
Ground Transportation 
Presenter provides: 
 -Ground transportation to and from the local airport or train station upon arrival.   

Company will do their best to arrange travel for the least amount of airport 
transfers, but presenter should expect two separate transfers. 

 - Round-trip transportation from the hotel to venue each day for (4) crew and (8)  
production luggage.  If hotel is within walking distance, transportation for 
production luggage will still be required. 

 
 
 
 
 


